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NEVADA NATIVE SEED FORUM

THE FUTURE IS GROWING (literally)



INTRODUCTION

COMSTOCK SEED’S VIEW ON COLLECTING, GROWING, AND MARKETING NATIVE SEED

THE RESTORATION SEED INDUSTRY IS TRENDING TOWARDS LOCAL SOURCE GENETICS

THE NATIONAL SEED STRATEGY  IS INFLUENCING THIS TREND

PRIVATE SECTOR CONTRACTING IS REQUIRING MORE LOCAL SOURCE SEED

SO, LETS COLLECT AND GROW MORE LOCAL NATIVE SEED

MARKETING LOCAL SEED

https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/Native_Plant_Materials/
documents/SeedStrategy081215.pdf

“THE RIGHT SEED IN THE RIGHT PLACE AT THE RIGHT TIME”

https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/Native_Plant_Materials/


Regional analysis of Bluebunch wheatgrass across the intermountain west has yielded
three distinct varieties with differing morphological and temporal qualities. 

These qualities reflect evolution under varying microhabitat conditions

Secar

Goldar

Anatone

Existing traditional varieties

The central Great Basin
needs a variety to reflect

the red regions



Somersett Reno Goldar Bluebunch Wheatgrass

11-02
11-18



WILDLAND NATIVE SEED COLLECTION

Hanging out waiting 
for seed to ripen

Various appropriate technologies

Handmade
collection 

tools

CRP  collections  1980’s

Long term camping/collecting



HOME MADE MACHINERY



PERMITS AND PERMISSION
Private land permit



Private sector seed collection contract 
with regional source requirements

BLM permitted collection regions within Clark Co, NV



SEED DRYING

NEW MEXICOWINTERFAT   NEW MEXICO

DESERT MARIGOLD      
ARIZONA  CALIFORNIA

BURSAGE SAND VERBENA LUPINE           
LUPINE   ARIZONA

CALIFORNIA



Some clients request verification of seed source
Theodolite  GPS application 

used for source confirmation of native seed collections



Certified seed sourcing from state departments of agriculture



Seed
Cleaning
Testing

Small quantity cleaning tools

USFS Seed Extractory  Bend, OR



Enhanced weed and crop 
specifications are now common

Yellow sweet clover   
King’s Beach Lake Tahoe

NDOT Seed Specification

12 month testing, sagebrush 6 months

Farming challenge:  Grow quality seed



Storage
Testing

Blending
Labeling

BLM seed warehouse  Ely, NV



FARMING NATIVE SEED

Marketing challenge
Why farming is important?  Custom collections are expensive

BLUEBUNCH WHEATGRASS                           6  GOLDAR 35-140       

Farming natives is not necessarily less expensive but costs are decreasing
Farming reduces the impact on public lands
Farming will improve availability, stabilize markets, help to reduce costs



FARM PRODUCTION NATIVE SEED 

Sulfur buckwheat             Comstock Seed

THE SUPPLY SIDE

Northern sweetvetch



S&S Seed farms
Constantia Farm Doyle CA

Los Alamos, CA



Constantia Farm
Doyle, CA

Test plots

Beware of sandy soils



Comstock Farm sales
Hay and Seed 2018

Alternative crop
experimental field

3.3 acres
$7675 sales

Hay production
26 acres

$6600

Wetland seed
$339

Roadside
Sagebrush

$674

Many natives do not like heavy bottomland clay soils

Experimental
Green manure 

crop .6 acres

Vineyard
300 Frontenac
Vines .6 acres



Great Basin Wildrye establishment

10-11
with 

weeds
1st year
growth

11-11
burnt

3-12
5-14

Witchgrass Panicum

Level your fields before seeding perennials



2018 Leymus cinereus harvest

1-18-19

7-12 harvest

Leaving plants standing through the winter
Flail mowing each spring recycles residual carbon



Do not put all your eggs in one basket

Baltic rush

Firecracker Penstemon
Golden current

Frontenac wine grapes

Rocky Mt
Beeplant

Penstemon

Arnica



Leymus triticoides  Creeping wildrye      (see Pine Creek project)

7-155-12



Farming natives has a steep learning curve  Planting 2500 Astragalus and Dalea

Doug Johnson ARS

4” plugs

Sprayed with Pendulum pre-emergent two weeks later; killed every plant



Cleome lutea
1 lb seed collected nw NV 2014

Seeded 1 lb 11-14
Germinated late spring 2015

Late freeze killed 70%
Collected 1.5 lbs seed from plants

6-16 collected 300 lbs 
throughout NV



On the other hand
Cleome serrulata did not freeze



SURVEY OF NATIVE SEED MARKETS
SEED MARKETS ARE DIVERSE AND GROWING

FEDERAL AGENCIES
INDEFINITE DELIVERY INDEFINITE QUANTITY CONTRACTS  IDIQ

https://www.fedconnect.net/FedConnect/default.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2ffedconnect%2f%3fdoc%
3d140l0618r0045%26agency%3ddoi&doc=140l0618r0045&agency=doi

BLM REGIONAL PURCHASING
USFS, USFWS, NRCS, USGS

MINING
UTILITY CORRIDORS
GEOTHERMAL ENERGY
SOLAR ENERGY
SEED COMPANIES
STATE AGENCIES  HIGHWAY DEPARTMENTS XERISCAPING GOALS TRANSCEND
CITIES, COUNTIES RESIDENTIAL AND RECLAMATION
NGO’S   NATURE CONSERVANCY MARKETS
REGIONAL AGENCIES    TRPA  LADWP
SKI RESORTS
GOLF COURSES
HOME OWNERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS
BUILDERS
ENGINEERING FIRMS   CH2MHILL, Q&D, AECOM
PARKS  RECREATION AREAS
AGRICULTURE TRADITIONAL AND DRYLAND PASTURE ALTERNATIVES HEDGEROWS 
WILDLIFE REFUGES

MARKETING
Fed biz ops;  local and regional marketing
Wholesale vs. Retail opportunities

https://www.fedconnect.net/FedConnect/default.aspx?ReturnUrl=/fedconnect/?doc%


SOLAR

“Seed will be collected within the Ivanpah Valley and at similar elevations and 
conditions as those found at the Ivanpah SEGS project area. “                                

Resulting seed blends were greatly expanded from original target list.



Utility corridors > multiple jurisdictions > multiple ecotypes > variable  requirements

Southwest Intertie Project
Nevada

ENERGY DISTRIBUTION     electrical, natural gas, oil, 



PINE CREEK CA 2001 BEFORE RESTORATION

USFS requested seed collection for season in advance of project   1710  PLS lbs

Mentzelia
laevicaulis
(velcro on
steroids)

MINING



PINE CREEK
2014

Creeping wildrye colonized the dunes



HIGHWAYS    Urban native landscapes are now common; low maintenance; no irrigation 

Sommerset Reno

Fairview freeway exit Carson City



BIG JOBS  
BIG TOYS



From field to farm and nursery 

Cleome
sparsiflora

for
GBUAPCD

small quantity collection contract

Shadscale

Lupine exubitus



QUESTIONS?

COMSTOCK  SEED  LLC   ed@comstockseed.com


